Please join the Novena by reading the short reflection for each day, and
saying the Novena Prayer to 5t. Joseph.

Novena Prayer to 5t. Joseph (from the
Apostolic Letter of Pope Francis, Patris
Corde—With a Father’'s Heart)

Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer,
Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
To you God entrusted his only Son;

in you Mary placed her trust;
with you Christ became man.

Blessed Joseph, to us too,

show yourself a father

and guide us in the path of life.

Obtain for us grace, mercy and courage,

and defend us from every evil.

Please call to mind your special intentions...

St. Joseph, Pray for us.
Add: Our Father..., Hail Mary...,

Glory be to the Father..., A
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l. swn St Joseph's Missionary Society of Mill Hill is simply one out of many religious josept
Institutes. Confraternities and ecclesial groups Inspired by his spirituality and bearing the fz
his name. These, and the many churches worldwide dedicated to him, are testimony to Mazar
the cense of Joseph's fatherhood felt everywhere in the universal Church Mt 2
| Even though the above scriptural quote refers to Joseph of Egypt in the Book of g
| Genesis, nevertheless, the phrase “Go to Joseph” expresses the sense of trust that out these
| of famine will come plenty, out of despair will come hope and out of the messiness of oF N
| human history will come the assurance of God's continual presence in our lives. —
§t. Joseph, o3 reloved father, may you continue to protect us from all harm,
Day2 Jaseph—a Tender and Loving Father
ll_ib' - Lt did that man [Jesus) get all this wisdom?" (Mt 13:54)

Not enly is Joseph a loving father for the whole Church, but he is also a tender, caring
father to God's Son, Jesus. Such was his care for him that “Jesus increased in wisdom,
in stature and in favour with God and with people” (Lk. 2:52). In time, the model of
Joseph'’s fatherhood would become for Jesus the template for Ged’s Fatherhood.

Joseph’s solid and faithful coaching and mentoring of the young Jesus would have
nurtured the kind of wisdom that the people in the synagogue would have marvelled at
as Jesus began his public ministry. Joseph's model of earthly fatherhood shaped Jesus’
own understanding and teaching of God’s Fatherhood as intimate, loving, caring and
forgiving.
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it Josepi, help us experience God as a caring, tender and loving Father,

Joseph—an Obedient Father

h awo hi e an ord commanded him."” (Mt. 1:24)
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Joseph—an Accepﬂu-'m |

“[Joseph]) took [Mary] as his wife.” (Lk. i:l-l?l_ 3

fe was one of acceptance. He accepted Mary a He accepted to be |

| joseph 5 Ui
the father of God’'s Son, to being uprooted and fls to Egypt, to resettling in
Nazareth when it became obvious that returning to Judea would be too dangerous (cf.
Mt 2:24]

He also embraced

Iin accepting these things, JDSEph was not just a passive recipient
these sudden changes as opportunities to further God's divine plan. We may have little
or no control over what happens to us. Joseph shows us that openness to God's grace

can guide our response to what happens.
St. Joseph, help us to accept and embrace life’s challenges as moments of grace.

Joseph—a Courageously Creative Father

“Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt.” (ML 2:14)

The courageous and creative ways in which Joseph responded to the many sudden

changes forced upon him are often more implicit than explicit in the Gospels. He would

have to have been resourceful and proactive to find accommodation in Bethlehem, for

instance, or to be able to suppor

throughout their stay there.
In the face of life’s difficulties it'is easy to be negative, reactive and destructive—to

blame others and refuse to accept responsibility. Joseph’s example shows us how life’s
to unknown gifts and talents. ~

challenges can reveal to us hither
eatively and courageously to life’s difficulties.

Mary and Jesus during their flight into Egypt and
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St. Joseph, help us to rélpon
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 Day 7 Joseph—a Father in the.ﬁf_n' 3 _
t.‘ Call no one your father on earth, for you hove one e o kmﬂ (M. 23:9)
lThc word “shadow™ lsed here is a deliberately ambiguous one. In one sense, Joseph
’was for Jes thly shadow of the heavenly Father, watching over him and
| protecting er, Joseph fulfilled the role of any good parent introducing
their child te ty. He gradually withdrew into the shadows, giving Jesus the
freedom t t ) grow into his full potential.

Joseph’s earthl porary fatherhood of Jesus was simply a sign pointing to a greater,
permanent fatherhood—God's heavenly Fatherhood.

eph, teach us how to care for little ones and nurture their growth,
Day 8 Joseph—a Man of Mission
Get up, take the child and his mother...” (Mt. 2:13)

Joseph was a missionary in a much deeper sense than simply bringing lesus and Mary
to Egypt. As a father, a husband, a worker, a migrant and a refugee, Joseph showed

what it was - aspel values of humility, patience, trust and loving dedication
i vords of the Gospel were ever written. He was a living example of
ncis of Assisi, “Preach the Gospel constantly. If necessary, use

wr intercession, may we grow ever closer to your son, Jesus.

Joseph—a Man of Loving Service

o Love and to Serve” (the motto of the Mill Hill Missionaries)

his motto for St.
ove and service a
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